e

ENVIRONMENTAL DEFENSE

i SIERRA
&g Club

TEXAS CENTER

FOR POLICY STUDMES finding the ways that work

FOUNDED 1892

A CKNOWLEDGEMENTS

Lone Star Chapter of the Sierra Club. The primary authors are Richard Lowerre, an Austin lawyer

with over 25 years of experience representing citizen groups and local governments in environmen-
tal matters; Erin Rogers, Grassroots Coordinator for the Lone Star Chapter of the Sierra Club; and Mary E.
Kelly, a Senior Attorney in the Texas office of Environmental Defense.

This Guide is a joint effort of the Texas Center for Policy Studies, Environmental Defense and the

We are deeply grateful to the Beldon Fund for the generous support that made production of the
Guide possible. We also thank Public Citizen and Public Research Works for the information they have
provided for the Guide.

The Citizen Guide is dedicated to the hundreds of Texans-rural landowners, urban residents, local and
regional citizen groups and local governments-who have worked so hard to protect public health and the
environment by participating effectively in decisions of the state's environmental agencies. Their efforts
have demonstrated that, despite certain obstacles, well-informed citizen participation can and does result
in better agency decisions, to the benefit of all Texans. Much of the advice provided in this Guide reflects
the lessons learned by these citizen organizations.

DISCLAIMER

cussed in this Guide and its Appendices, the information is intended to be general only and is not
provided in the course of an attorney-client relationship nor does it constitute legal advice. The
advice contained in this Guide may not be applicable to your particular legal situation.

While various legal issues associated with public participation in pollution permit decisions is dis-



